Francesco Cera was born in Bologna, Italy. He studied organ and harpsichord in his town and in Amsterdam, specializing in the early repertoire under Luigi Ferdinando Tagliavini and Gustav Leonhardt. Regarded as one of Italy’s leading early music specialists, Francesco Cera applies his distinctive interpretative approach also to Baroque vocal and instrumental music. After being member of the ensemble Il Giardino Armonico and collaborations with renowned specialists, in 1997 he founded the Ensemble Arte Musica, with whom he performs early Italian vocal repertoire. He is also an expert of the ancient italian organ and organ music, giving masterclasses and being required as consultant for organ restaurations.  
Francesco Cera has recorded for Tactus, Dynamic and Tempéraments the complete keyboard works of important 17th century italian composers (Rossi, Merula, Storace, Valente, Pasquini) on harpsichord and on historical italian organs, and several of Domenico Scarlatti’s harpsichord sonatas, praised by some of the most important music magazines such as Goldberg, Early Music, Diapason, Répertoire and Amadeus. 
Label Arts has recently issued his recordings of Bach’s French Suites and harpsichord concertos (with I Barocchisti conducted by Diego Fasolis), both being regarded as reference performances of this well-known repertoire.

Since 1991 he has performed as a soloist and leader of the Ensemble Arte Musica in international festivals such as Festival Resonanzen in Vienna, Festival of Flanders in Bruges and Gent, Festival of Saint-Michel-en-Thiérache, Musica e poesia a San Maurizio in Milan, Villa Medici in Rome, Bologna Festival, Arte Organica en Castilla y Leon, Donau Festwochen. In 2010 he has conducted his Ensemble Arte Musica in a successful performance of Monteverdi Vespers at Barocktage Stift Melk. 
He is regulary invited to give masterclasses in Europe (Smarano Academy, Piccola Accademia Montisi, Academie d’orgue de Fribourg) and the United States (Oberlin College, Arizona State University, Cornell University).

Since 2001 he has been living in Rome and he is appointed Honorary Inspector 
of historical organs.
web-site: www.francescocera.it
REVIEWS

Francesco Cera is among our best organists and harpsichordists.           Claudio Strinati - Il Venerdì de La Repubblica, december 2008

Talented, passioned, student of Tagliavini and Leonhardt, connoisseur of historical instruments and arts, he’s a leading harpsichordist and organist. Nicoletta Sguben - Amadeus, january 2006
Cera’s crisply-articulated playing bringing out the dance-base of much of this music, while also dealing well with the more reflective side of this well-developed and unjustly-neglected musical personality.                              Noel O'Regan - Early Music Review, october 2004
Francesco Cera nous offre une vision expressive et jubilatoire de ce répertoire difficile. Cera maitrise son sujet jusqu’a lui donner une aisance et un naturel remarquable. Denis Wolff - Répertoire, february 2001 
Contrairement à Alessandrini qui avait mis en avant les audaces de cette écriture, Cera prend soin de les asseoir sur un mouvement fluide, qu’il nourrit d’arpèges discrets mais efficaces. L’immagination de Storace s’épanouit dans ce foisonnement structuré; elle n’éblouit pas mais captive.                    Gaetan Naulleau - Diapason, april 2001 (5 diapasons)
Francesco Cera is one example of a virtuoso musician with an extensive cultural training. His performance is clean and passionate. 
Dinko Fabris - Goldberg february 2000 (5 stars)
The glories of Roman Baroque organ music as presented on this CD by Francesco Cera are the musical equivalents of Bernini's sculptures and Borromini's architecture. Cera's committed, historically informed performance brings the passion and vitality of this early Baroque music to life.
Sarah Mahler - The Diapason june 2005
Francesco Cera exploite avec le plus grand naturel toutes les ressources de la liberté agogique. Comme un vrai Italien, il parle avec les mains et la musique de Rossi sera, pour qui ne la connessait pas ancore, une révélation. 
Nicholas Ferrand - Musique d’orgue avril 1998
Francesco Cera è oggi uno dei più interessanti clavicembalisti che ci viene dato ascoltare in CD e in concerto. Dei lavori di Scarlatti il musicista predilige sottolineare la vena inquieta, le dissonanze, lo scontro delle parti, ma Cera va oltre ancora. Colpisce soprattutto come riesce a riscoprire in queste pagine una portata oltre che drammatica anche narrativa. Così Scarlatti rivela la sua personalità più autentica. 
Massimo R. Zegna - Amadeus febbraio 2003 (5 stars)
Discography:

Johann Sebastian BACH - FRENCH SUITES, ITALIAN CONCERTO, FANTASIA AND FUGUE IN A MINOR. Francesco Cera harpsichord. Double CD. ARTS 47738-8

Johann Sebastian BACH - HARPSICHORD CONCERTOS BWV 1052, 1054, 1044, 1056. Francesco Cera harpsichord, I Barocchisti, Diego Fasolis. ARTS 47729-8
ROME BAROQUE de PASQUINI à HAENDEL. Francesco Cera at the Guglielmi organ 1612, church of Santa Maria in Vallicella in Rome. TEMPERAMENTS TEM 316030

Michelangelo ROSSI - TOCCATE E CORRENTI vol. 1 

Francesco Cera harpsichord TACTUS TC601801

Michelangelo ROSSI - TOCCATE E CORRENTI vol. 2 
Francesco Cera at the Luca Neri organ 1651, in L’Aquila. TACTUS TC601802
Tarquinio MERULA - OPERA COMPLETA PER ORGANO; 
Francesco Cera historical organs in Bologna. TACTUS TC591301

Bernardo STORACE - SELVA DI VARIE COMPOSIZIONI vol. 1 
Francesco Cera harpsichord and spinet. TACTUS TC601901
Bernardo STORACE - SELVA DI VARIE COMPOSIZIONI vol. 2 
Francesco Cera harpsichord and anonimus organ from 1680. TACTUS TC601902

Antonio VALENTE - INTAVOLATURA DI CIMBALO. 
Francesco Cera harpsichord, spinet and organ by G. Piffaro 1513. TACTUS TC 532201

Domenico SCARLATTI - SONATE PER CEMBALO 1742 vol.1; 
Francesco Cera harpsichord. TACTUS TC681903 

Domenico SCARLATTI - SONATE PER CEMBALO 1742 vol.2; 
Francesco Cera harpsichord. TACTUS TC681904

Domenico SCARLATTI - SONATE PER CEMBALO 1742 vol.3; 
Francesco Cera fortepiano (copy after Cristofori) and harpsichord. TACTUS TC681905

Claudio MONTEVERDI - LAMENTO D’ARIANNA E SCHERZI MUSICALI; 
Ensemble Arte Musica conducted by Francesco Cera. TACTUS TC561307 

Carlo GESUALDO - QUARTO LIBRO DI MADRIGALI; 
Ensemble Arte Musica conducted by Francesco Cera. TACTUS TC560701
Giovanni Paolo COLONNA - NISI DOMINUS, MOTTETTI, LAMENTAZIONI; 
Ensemble Arte Musica conducted by Francesco Cera. TACTUS TC630301
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